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Our Highways Threatened
Legislators, whether in Sacramento, Albany, or 

Washington, D. C., are always on the alert for sources 
of funds which can be tapped for their favorite spend­ 
ing programs.

Right now, the Sacramento specie of legislator is 
casting longing eyes at the half-billion-dollar budget of 
the California Highway Commission, heretofore sacro­ 
sanct and untouchable by the legislators.

Hearings are in progress which would determine if 
the solons should have a larger voice in expenditures 
of this juicy plum.

California is unique in its handling of these funds.
monies for our state highways and freeways comes 

the motorists in the form of motor vehicle use
and taxes on gasoline sold in the state.
The money is set aside solely for highway pur-
;. and may not be siphoned off for other projects.
The threat to the highway fund has become so
ent that a group of prominent Californians. in-
ng Publisher Robert E. McClure of the Santa 
a Evening Outlook and a former member of the

iway Commission, has formed a committee to urge
ion of the state's highway program.

sfcln announcing formation of the group recently,
jgJBClure spoke out against groups which were "trying
( siphon off highway construction funds for other

is of transportation."
We wish Mr. McClure and his fellow Californians 

s. We, too, believe the use of these funds for 
than adequate highways for California's motor-

.Mould not be in the best interest of the state. It
inly wouldn't be in the best interest of its driving

£? Opinions of Others
>*»* ^

 "The nondemocratic nations of the world can talk 
jthey want to about collectivism, agrarian reform
*. the like, there is no substitute for individual ini-

ve and motivation. We need only to compare the
production figures ... of the nation with those

>Cuba, of Red China, and of Russia, to prove this
it" Alma (Mich.) Record.

Mailbox
Itor, Press-Herald,

_ headline news In the 
27 edition is "news" 

ut a number of home 
'. business robberies and 
glaries in Torrance   

American city, 
the only way pub- 

can think of to 
crime in check is to put 

ire police on public pay- 
build more million-dot- 
lurthousei. hire more 

and court officials, 
uyer and better Jail- 

s lo keep convicted 
^ mai« under house ar- 
js |t and well-fed at a cost 

millions of dollars addi- 
Ml expense to the tax-

need some sensible, 
gresalve, pioneering 
king and action to com- 
the ever increase of 

and crime costs. We 
to deal with criminals 

advocated in the Old Tes- 
of the Bible Instead 

t'.nB panty-waist, crim- 
coddling, collegiate so- 
lsts, psychologists, and 

! styled crimmulugisls 
our prisons and Jails. 
need to do this as the 
B recommends: make 

; ))  way of the criminal 
! Wl.  <> hard that when he 

one sentence, he will 
r to work and earn an 

living instead of con- 
to make crime pay. 

;ln southern chain-gang 
;Wte», very few convicted 

who served as 
11 months in a 

gang continued to try 
a crime pay in a 
ang state. They 
went straight north 

went west to California 
^tfj^tre they would get more 
£ehsiderdtlon from law en- 
jjgteement officials than do 
jftfr taxpayers
^TVfhen a person is con- 
tflfted of a felony, he is dis- 
IqfciUfied as a voter tdisen- 
.iiiithised) until such a 
tiotft as his citizenship is re- 
'.stored Taxpayers need to 
»aund of their state legls- 
jtiors that additional dis-
 Bfranohitenient laws be 
IfOitted to make it illegal for 
?t£persun convuted of a mis-
 <fcnU'»'>°r theft (so-called 
'&(y theft), public drunken- 
.WM, or any dishonest or 
.lUttioral act to vote for a 
jftrlod of five years from 
4Me of such conviction. 
Also, in my opinion, when- 
ever a person between the

ages of 21 and 60 years goes 
on county relief, he or she 
should not be allowed to 
vote for so long as support­ 
ed by the taxpayers on 
county relief.

TV * TV
I would like to hear from 

taxpayers as to whether 
they will help support a de­ 
mand for such a law. At 
present thousands of ex-mis­ 
demeanor thieves, drunk­ 
ards, skidrow bums, and 
vagrants, the boozers out at 
the Sheriff's so-called honor 
farm (a county club oper­ 
ated at the taxpayers' ex­ 
pense for the benefit of 
worthless boozers) can all 
vote and cancel out the 
votes of taxpayers who want 
to hold the line on crime 
and ever-increasing taxes.

Let me know how you 
stand on these matters. 

WEAVER H. JONES 
1318 W. 221st St, 
Torrance
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-AND, IF THEY CAM IMPORT OUT-OF-TOWN STRONG MEN —

-WrWCANT THEV BRING IN VOTERS FROM BIG-CITY WAR&S-

AFTER HOURS by John Morley

Some Personal Views on 
The Big Scene: Politics

!

HERE AND THERE by Royce Brier

Did The Russians Really 
Discover North America ?
A gentleman named Bron- 

son Feldman, Philadelphia, 
provides some diversion this 
afternoon, though not diver­ 
sion necessarily trivial.

You recall the Russians a 
few years ago were always 
saying the Russians were 
first in everything   light 
bulbs, locomotives, even per­ 
haps in the discovery of 
America. Couldn't the 
Norsemen be of Russian 
stock?

But that was Joe Stalin's 
schoolboy instinct, and you 
don't hear so much of it 
now because Comrade 
Khrushchev has other in­ 
terest to pursue, one be­ 
ing his grim quarrel with 
the Peking mob.

Well, in May, 'Atlas' mag­ 
azine, which deals In foreign 
comment, printed a little 
paragraph from Moscow; "It 
cannot but cause surprise 
that in the People's Repub­ 
lic in recent years the the­ 
sis, unconfirmed by facts, 
has been advanced concern­ 
ing China's claim to the dis­ 
covery of America, a claim 
originally put forward in 
1913 by the Chinese bour­ 
geois nationalist press."

Soviet historians respon­

sible for this item should 
have been warned by the 
last clause, because if the 
Chinese bourgeois were 
claiming discovery of Amer­ 
ica 51 years ago, it wasn't 
a bright saying by Comrade 
Mao. And why write out of 
Moscow if you can't put the 
whammy on Comrade Mao?

Anyway, Mr. Feldman, 
boldly aware he is on the 
wrong side of the Great 
Schism, writes in the current 
 Atlas': ". . . the fact that 
China's claim to the discov­ 
ery of America is confirmed 
by facts originally put for­ 
ward by Karl Friedrich 
Neumann's work on the 
wanderings of Chinese Bud­ 
dhist monks centuries be­ 
fore Columbus.. . " He adds 
that Neumann's work was 
published in Leipzig in 
1833, and in translation in 
London, 1875, under the 
title: Fusang: or the Dis­ 
covery of America by Chin­ 
ese Buddhist Priests in the 
Fifth Century.

T'.I <r 'V
The writer is unlikely 

to ever read Herr Neu­ 
mann's book, but will hand 
it to him as a digging his­ 
torian of the obscure, will­

ing to leave such blatant 
folk as Napoleon and Cae- 
sar, not to mention Christo­ 
pher Columbus, to history, 
itself.

So here is an elegant new 
thought which should en­ 
gage us in the West, wheh 
you imagine those priests 
landing here in their little 
junks 1,500 years ago to 
convert the savage Red 
men. It fair makes a writer 
of television Westerns writhe 
to think he bad overlooked 
some small pocket of Bud­ 
dhist Indians for a new gim­ 
mick in the everlasting war 
between the Injuns and the 
U. S. Cavalry. It may be 
fortunate, of course, the 
Buddhists failed, else the 
Spanish might never have 
survived in California, and 
where would the California 
culture be then, pray?

As for Columbus and the 
Norsemen, you can only say 
the Americai are of such 
magnitude on the globe, 
that the Europeans were 
downright dumb to have got 
here so late. Finally, Mr. 
Feldman and this columnist 
will get no thanks for their 
' imperialist" aid to Com­ 
rade Mao.

NEW YORK CITY   It 
may seem far-fetched to 
some people, but the press 
room around political head­ 
quarters in Toxas keep ask­ 
ing "Why didn't President 
Johnson start his 'War on 
Poverty' on Lady Bird's 
farms?"
  One of the reasons for so 
much foreign aid is that it 
enables hundreds of poli­ 
ticians to get out of town 
on "inspection junkets."
  Senator Humphrey keeps 
referring to Senator Gold- 
water as the "temporary 
spokesman of the Republi­ 
can Party." The Congres­ 
sional Quarterly poll last 
July picked Humphrey as 
the strongest running mate 
for President Johnson and 
also picked Senator Gold- 
water as the strongest Re­ 
publican for the presidency, 
two to one. Humphrey used 
his own popularity statistic 
in his campaign for the vice- 
presidency, but ignores the 
same Congressional poll 
which picked Senator Gold- 
water as the undisputed 
leader of his party.
  In the 1960 Democrat con­ 
vention in Los Angeles John­ 
son referred to John Ken­ 
nedy as "the boy in dia­ 
pers," to Robert Kennedy as 
"the political Elvis Presley." 
and said of Humphrey "He 
could have won In West Vir­ 
ginia if he had changed his 
first name."
  Women In this presiden­ 
tial campaign will cast some 
five million more votes than 
men. If they ever agreed on 
the same thing. God help the 
masculine gender.

Polls are way overrated. 
The polls in 1928 gave Al­ 
fred Smith a 50-50 chance, 
yet Hoover beat him by 444 
to 87 electoral votes. In 1932 
the polls gave Roosevelt a 
50-50 chance, yet he 
swamped Hoover by 472 to 
59 electoral votes.

rulned'tne1 %er.ry tgest 
which predicted a Landon

stealing the spotlight in this 
campaign. Much of John­ 
son's popularity stems from 
opposition to Goldwater. 
Few will vote for Goldwater 
because they disaprove of 
Johnson. Goldwater has 
color. Johnson is a faded 
gray, as political images go. 
He is the man in the blue, 
ill-fitting suit, except for the 
fart that he is President.
  The campaign of 1964 is 
beginning to look more like 
Uoldwater, the man, than 
conservatism as a cause by 
itself. It will be Goldwater, 
win or lose, and not the 
conservative cause.

Polls indicate that 90 per 
cent of our Negro citizens 
favor Johnson, which is 
probably true. But such polls 
are misleading, for they give 
the impression that these 
percentages actually vote on 
election day.
  This reporter began cover­ 
ing politics among the cor­ 
ruption-ridden w a r ds of 
Cook County, Illinois, some 
30 years ago. Those were 
the days of Republican boss- 
ism under Big Bill Thomp­ 
son and Democrat bossUm 
under Tony Cennak, who 
was killed riding with Roose­ 
velt in Miami Beach. It was 
also the hey-day of AI Ca- 
pone, who contributed gen­ 
erously to both political 
bosses.
  Ai the foreign   born

_ _ f 
Ulir Man

swarmed into Chicago, the 
Democrat bosses took over 
control and they have held 
it ever since. The pattern 
has been the same in most 
big cities, coast to coast.
  Today these big city 
Democrat precinct bosses 
can deliver the vote of the 
foreign-born, minorities, low 
Income groups, union labor, 
and so on, which usually 
overwhelms the better in­ 
formed voters of the rest of 
their states.
  These less informed, less 
literate, often unemployed 
and on-relief millions repre- 
seit individual votes the 
same as their opposltes. Un­ 
der the present outmoded 
electoral college system, a 
majority of one vote gives a 
party all of the electoral 
votes of the state and also 
gives the heavily populated 
cities a formidable advan­ 
tage.
  An Elsenhower can over­ 
come this advantage, but 
otherwise it will awayi b« 
an uphill fight for the Re­ 
publicans.
  Elections in recent years 
under our electoral college 
system, with few exceptions, 
have not represented a man­ 
date of our people, but a 
political phenomenon which 
by accident, but mostly by 
connivance, ha.« misused the 
democratic process to the 
detriment of democracy.

No Crisis Is 
Gravest Crisis
_________By Arthur Hoppe

At this very minute in Vietnam, fellow American*, 
we face the gravest crisis we have ever faced in Vlet- 
^^. Namely, the end of the Vietnam crisis.

Every expert is talking gloomily of
victorv. when Roosevelt won zation   a move which would spell the doom of the Viet. 
In 523-8 landslide. But the nam Crisis as we have known it and loved it and grown 
pollsters had claimed much U p wjj n it
S&rcKS ^"dcSrnT,   S« desperate is its plight that our worried leader, 
In 1964 found them in seri- navfi been taking «rm stands. At almost the same hour 
ous error again. the State Department was firmly threatening to invade 
  Our youngest President at North Vietnam, President Johnson was firmly pledging 
inauguration was Theodore that we never would. Which is twice as many firm 
Roosevelt. 42. The oldest 8tandg as our ieaders usuaiiy take in Vietnamese crises.

BOOKS by William Hogan

, . , _ , „ „ „
lated stales. California and -Nor « 'hc'r concern misplaced. For, deep down, it
Illinois never had a Presi- has proved itself a wonderful, wonderful crisis with
dent. Virginia leads the field many, many shining qualities.
with eight Presidents and
Ohio is second with seven. * tV Vr
  Host women vote Repub- Firstly, it was no Johnnle-come-lately crisis. French
lican. Most of the educated by birth and American by adoption, it was 18 years old,
(except teachers) vote Re- a fuu.grown crisis by any standard. And, as such, It

Editor, Press-Herald
1 wish to expreti my per­ 

sonal appreciation to you 
and your fine staff for the 
coverage that you gave ui 
during this period of our 
celebration of our Fiftieth 
Anniversary as   church in 
the city of Torrance. We 
know that news is always 
appreciated by the people 
in our community and hav­ 
ing at large   membership 
ai our church does have at 
iU juncture in it< history, 
we appreciate the notices 
given to ui and the wide­ 
spread publicity that you 
have shared with us in 
reaching out to touch the 
lives of our community.

We hope to secure and 
train an adequate publicity 
representative for the First 
Baptist Church of Torrance, 
so that we might convey 
adequate news to you for 
your church page. 1 realize 
that consistent reporting is 
really a necessity to build 
the type of church page 
that your paper is worthy 
of and we shall do our part 
to endeavor to get the prop­ 
er newt in a proper way to 
your office or your church 
editor.

Again may I express my 
personal appreciation and 
speak on behalf of our con­ 
gregation a word of thanks 
for the kindness extended 
to us during this time of 
our joyous celebration.

KOBKRT H. COBURN,
Putor

Candy-Box View of Swiss 
Shattered in This Study
The candy-box image of 

Switzerland as a carefree 
Hansel and Gretel world is 
shattered in a yodel of abra­ 
sive criticism by Herbert 
Kubly in a collection of 
travel pieces titled "At 
Large." This is an introspec­ 
tive, lyrical, often stirring 
mixture by an observer who 
won a National Book Award 
several years ago for his 
"An American in Italy."

His entries on Switzer­ 
land here are far lest an ex­ 
ample of an author's love 
affair with a people than his 
Italian book was. Indeed, 
the Swiss are basically un­ 
happy, Kubly tells us; they 
have one of the top suicide 
rates in Europe as well as 
an abnormal incidence of 
mental disturbances. They 
are overly involved with 
money (mostly other peo­ 
ple's). City men are notor­ 
iously "lecherous." And one 
psychologist, in attempting 
to explain the massive Swiss 
boredom, suggested: "We 
have no national crime on 
which to externalize our 
emotions."

Well. A fourth generation 
American from New Glarus, 
Wis., Kubly has family roots 
in G 1 a r u s, Switzerland. 
Technically this means he 
still holds Swiss citizenship. 
But the village of Glarus 
left him as cold as did Zu­ 
rich, the "dual city," of 
which he observes:

"The nively counterpoint

never ends. The money of 
the world Is being counted 
while grandmothers are 
knitting furiously on Lin­ 
den hof benches, as if they 
had to cover the nakedness 
of the world before night­ 
fall. Frauenvereine ladies 
brood over the sins of the 
flesh while their menfolk 
negotiate quietly under 
dark trees with mistresses." 

We find out much about 
Kubly in this book, a fellow 
who carries some of his own 
problems abroad with him, 
and admits it. This unelassi- 
fiable diary of a wanderer 
might have been irritating 
if Kubly were a less compel-

ling and provocative write.
While Kubly now may be 

anathema in the Alps, and 
even back home in the dairy 
pastures of New Glarus, he 
has a point of view ai>d ex­ 
presses it eloquently. Kay 
Boyle writes in a foreword 
here: "Even in Kubly'i air­ 
iest phrases there it the 
solid ground of truth, and 
national character Is re­ 
vealed in oblique ways."

This is a good capsule ob­ 
servation of an interesting, 
underrated American writer 
(on Beyruth, Salzburg, Sar­ 
dinia, and Wisconsin, as 
well as Switzerland in this 
book.

sional men and women vote 
Republican. Most white col­ 
lar workers vote Republican. 
The real strength of the 
Democratic Party is among 
the foreign-born, laborers, 
hourly-wage earners, union 
members, educators, and 
minority groups.

Morning Report:
It seems to me the presidential campaign is in a 

rut. Well, at least it's in two ruts.
According to the Republican orators, Mr. Johnson 

U doing nothing but sweeping Vietnam under the rug, 
also communism, Billie Sol Estes, Bobby Baker, and 
street crime. While the President is wielding his 
massive broom, Senator Goldwater, according to the 
Democrats, is shooting from the hip, about nuclear 
weapons, Russia, civil rights and the Tennessee Valley 
Authority.

Now the quadrennial election is supposed to be a 
great manifestation of the democratic process. But 
before we go any further, 1 suggest an independent 
survey of the White House's bulging rugs and the con­ 
dition of Mr. Uoldwater's well-worn hips.

among us will not feel a loss on failing to 
stumble across such sentence* in his daily paper as: 

"General Hoo Dat Don Dar apparently crushed a seem­ 
ing revolt by mountain tribesmen believed led by Gen­ 
eral Hoo Dat Dar, but was himself purportedly over­ 
thrown by a shaky coalition to have the powerful sup­ 
port of the suposedly secret Kum Kwat Sect, though an­ 
gered by alleged favoritism shown High Churcs Episco- 

& & -h palians or, perhaps Roslcrusian factions."

Both Johnson and Hum- -if *tr 6 
phrey are shifting toward c^ crossword puzzles fill such a gap? Moreover, 
the conservative vote, asjhe lt wu an ,deal crUta geographically. For Vietnam is 
GoWwater^and1 Milter" are * im*N countrv- And while we were able to jam 18,000 
trying to wean the moderate U.S. troops into it, there was clearly no room for a full- 
vote, for the conservatives scale war. Secondly, it was handy to the little-used Gulf 
are already in the bag. O f Tonkin. And if our destroyers are going to run
  Johnson's J^* ^"  around shooting up unidentified objects at night, sure-
on 'NOW York" (^"electoral lv lne Gulf of Tonkin !  much, much more suitable than,
votes), California (40), Penn- say, the Hudson River. And lastly, of course, Vietnam
sylvania (29), Michigan (21), is Ideal because it is far, far away.
New Jersey (17). Massachu- But most important, the Vietnam Crisis preserved
setts (14), Mary lan£. ll. 0) *n , world peace. After all, world leaders and military strate-
laTeTectoria!I v Jeior 88 gists have to think about something. It's their Job. And
less than the 270 needed to without Vietnam to occupy them, who know* where
win Of these, California and their attentions might have turned? Thank heavens, we
Michigan are a toss-up). The can 8n ,ay f0r Vietnam.
same goes for Ohio (26) and
Illinois (26), The campaign - * *
of 1964 will be decided in True, some may contend that, wonderful as it was,
these four states. the Vietnam crisis was a little hard on the Vietnamese
e Republican strategy is to _wnat with their being bombed, strafed, sprayed and
*ri.!?_,°.ff^lJi°n1|' a^cuo whatnot for the P"118 y6""- But u drew tnem out of

|j.nia H. their bucolic apathy and into the 20th Century. It 
/"ohlo"" Michigan. Re- brought them political awareness. It enriched their he- 

publicans won Florida, Ten- loved leaders. And, when our planes dove on them, they 
nesee and Virginia in I960 could ^^yg ttke heart Jn tne knowledge that they
 and all the Middle West doln thelr rf to pre§erve world ^^ 
except Illinois, which they . 
lost by only 8858 votes. w w w
  They can pick up 75 of But let us not abandon hope. I^et us remember 
the South's electoral votes. ^at j^r. Johnson and all his advisers are struggling des- 
But if Gol̂ w »fe (r) ^'j^ll perately in these grim hours to keep some faint flut- 
d°idn 'lt will be a'phofo fliUh, ter*n8 °* W* al've ' Somehow. And I, for one, have 
regardless of the polls. ' Wth that somehow they will. Clear through Novem-
  Win or lose, Uoldwater is bex 3.
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